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L. After the USSR occupled Bstonia in 1940 the Estonian Highway Administration
(EHA) wes supervised by Soviet engineers to whom the Estonien personnel were
completely subordinste. On matters pertaining to "union" highways the EHA

50X1  peported to the Union Highway Adminiatrationn%m) .in Moscow, which
- was under the USSR Peoples Commissariat of Internal Affairs (NKVD). (During
the USSR occupation roads were split into three categories: union roasds, re-
pbublic roads and local roads. Union roads were projects approved and financed
by the UHA in Moscow.) In all other matters the EHA wes under the Estonian
FKVD. The head of this body, Boris XKumm, wes a former Estonlan road technicien.
50x1 He had no real power, but merely signed papers. Actual control rested with his
Soviet deputy.

50X1

2. The USSR did not provide any technical assistence to the EHA in the form of equip-
ment or advisory personnel. Estonlan rosd construction equipment included US
graders, shovels, scrapers, bulldozers, etc and was superior to USSR equipment.
Also the EHA had more equipment than & unit of equal size would have had in the
USSR. Estonien technical personnel were superior to their Soviet counterparts.
The function of the Soviet engineers was to supervise and control %he activities
of the Estoniens. There were no Soviet engineers in the district offices of the
EHA, : o

3. The USSR did not influence the Estonian highway system much during the 1940-41
occupation, except that in general the traffic became heavier and the roads be-
ceme worse. The ewphasiz was on construction of military bases. Construciicn
was begun on the wmilitarily importent Kesnemes-Keila-Paldiski bhighway. Also; &
start was mede on asphalting the straightened portions of the Tallinn-Plrnu and
Tallinn-Paide-Poltsemas highways. Rach of these stretches was about fen kilo-
meters long and started from Telliun. On other highways the maintenance force
wes not sufficient to keep up the roads under the prevailing heavy traffic. (The
USSR abolished the former Estonlan system of private contractors, and did not in-

gg§1 crease the permanent labor force :

1

50X1 khe main roeds around Viljendi have been deteriorating for several years due
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50X1  to lack of gravelling. In general,|  military highways have been
adequetely mainteined, whilec nonstrategic roads have probably been neglected.

k., With regard to the composition of the lebor force,

50X1 |
50X1 \ imost of the euwxiliary and common workers
50X1 hed no construction background. For the most part they were office workers,
bekers' sssistants, and the like, who had commltted some minor offense and heen
sentenced to a few months hard labor. (A typicael offense was tardiness to work
on three occasions.) These people were called compulsory workers rather than
forced lsbor. They were free men in their off time and received the same pay
as other workers. Of course the work was difficult for them since they were not
50X1  used to heavy labor. There were no professional|  |work crews.

5. ‘ \'Sovie’c personnel who were stationed in Estonia
during the USSR occupetion of 1940-41.

50X1
50x1 (&) Moisei Asnin, mechanical engineer, chief of EHAJ
50X1 ‘
50X1
50X1
50X1

(v) €nu) Shershnev, not an engineer, chief of the Road Construction Bureau
50X1

(c) Alexsnder Syromistnikov, civil engineer|
50X1
50X1

(d) (fnu) Lazayev, engineer

50X1 ‘ ‘

(e} (fnu) Kretove - & women and an éngineer‘ ‘

50X1 \
(£)

(g)
|

- end -
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